JFK Reluctant Hunter 
In Visit to LBJ Ranch 


John F. Kennedy, the new frontiersman, is depicted 
in “The Death of a President” as a reluctant hunter in a 
pbst-eieetion visit to the old frontier, the LBJ ranch. 

As recounted in the Look magazine serialization of 
William Manchester’s book, the episode began and ended 
in a misunderstanding. 

Lyndon Johnson, host to Kennedy in a visit just after 
their campaign ended in victory in 1960, arranged a deer 
hunt, unaware that Kennedy believed all killing “senseless” 
and loathed the idea. 

Manchester makes it clear that had Johnson realized. 
Kennedy’s attitude, he would have cancelled the hunt, but 
he mistook the President-elect’s graceful efforts to with- 
draw as mere politeness and pressed him' to take part in 
the manner of a good host. 

Kennedy, according to Manchester, was compelled by 
virtue of his new post to display “his mettle.” 

So he went out- with . Johnson, shot and killed a deer 
and swiftly retired to' a car. 

As though attempting to exorcise the incident, Ken- 


nedy later spoke of. it to his wife. 

Johnson, still unaware of the President’s attitude, was 
preparing a gift: the deer’s head — mounted. And not. long 
after the new administration took office, he carried the 
mounted head to the White House and encouraged the 
President to put it on his office wall. 

Kennedy showed some polite interest in the gift, but 
when Johnson departed, the President determined to have 
the head stowed out of sight. But Johnson kept telephon- 
ing him, asking if the deer was on display. 

Finally, Kennedy bowed to Johnson’s hearty pressure 
and had the head put up in the Fish Room, but not before 
the present had left some scars on the relationship between 
the two men. 



